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Clune, Henry His Own Hand 
Macmillan. Nov. 18, 1952. 586p. $3.95. 


Henry Clune newspaperman who was born and 
has lived most his life Rochester, New York, 


where, are informed, “as familiar the lamp 
poles Main Street.” nothing startling about 
this bit biographical data, and quite irrelevant 
itself, but does help throw glimmer light 
the author’s intense interest the particular locale 
his story, and the immensely wealthy industrialist whose 
career synonymous with the life and growth his 
community. And while his novel seeks lay bare the 
life this one individual and his power over city, 
does once reveal broad picture American era 
with some enlightening sidelights certain segments 
our society. 


Whatever were the thoughts that the name Alan 
Wesley conjured the minds the citizens 
Minerva, New York, there was denying the tre- 
mendous influence the man himself exerted their 
lives. Because his humble background and blatant 
show wealth and power, was frowned upon 
the elite Minerva. Reluctantly did they offer him 
membership the exclusive Lennox Club. presi- 
dent the Wesley Works, manufacturers lacquer, 
photographic equipment, etc., was looked upon 
the workers the community ruthless tyrant who 
owned their lives. Few thought him human 
being respected and admired. Power was his 
god brutally destroyed his competitors and ruled 
the political life the city. Associates, friends (what 
few had), even the women his life, gradually 
were forced yield his dominant will. Yet his life 
was empty; happiness constant illusion. 
humanitarian deeds and social affairs could not buy 
what sought. was devoid scruples and scorn- 
fully cast aside religion—a human machine, de- 
stroyed when its usefulness has ended. And thus came 
the end this unfortunate creature—by his own hand. 


tracing the pathetic life Alan Wesley the author 
has seen fit through the medium three 
women. The first eloped with another man the very 
night Wesley proposed her. Yet, until her death 
she remained closely associated with him, even though 
tongues tried make much their relationship. For 
along time, Wesley, seeking recapture this lost love, 
showered his favors upon Bernice’s daughter, who 
openly disliked him. However, for her friendliness to- 
ward him his last years, she was bequeathed sub- 
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stantial sum trust. The most intimate relationship 
was carried with Anne Langley, who for good 
number years, unbeknown and unsuspected, was 
Wesley’s mistress. The book reaches its lowest points 
the description details this affair. fact, had 
the author chosen say less the female trio, Wes- 
ley’s life could very readily compressed into rather 
brief novelette. 


This last remark leads interesting commentary. 
Time, place and circumstances this story inevitably 
lead one conjecture how closely parallels the life 
very famous American industrialist. not 
argue this point, but the similarity very much more 
than coincidental, say the least. any rate, Clune 
has prepared tailor-made scenario for Hollywood 


Written concise, well chosen reportorial style, His 
Own Hand misses its mark. rather than 
quality seems have overwhelmed Mr. Clune. And 
somewhat confused about the times. Here and 
there has his characters the earlier years this 
century using today’s language and dresses them 
modern garb. Then put completely off balance, 
find post-depression Americans uttering late Vic- 
torian expressions. Maybe Mr. Clune was really more 
interested telling about Bernice, Anne, and Judy 
rather than Alan Wesley, anyway. well, can- 
not have everything. Fact fiction, there enough 
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shoddiness about His Own Hand put that 
it’s all right, but category. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Brodrick, Rev. James, S.J. St. Francis Xavier 
Wicklow Press. Oct. 1952. 548p. $5.00. 

Father Brodrick, talented Irish Jesuit historian, has 
added new lustre his pen with the publication the 
biography St. Francis Xavier. The scholarly author, 
perhaps the best qualified English writer Jesuitania, 
having his renown the excellent biographies St. 
Peter and St. Robert Bellarmine well 
two smaller volumes the Origin the Jesuits and 
their Progress, has not disappointed the expectations 
his following. Basing his work upon the two volumes, 
Epistolae Francisci Xaverii, Fathers Schurhammer 
and Wicki, Fr. Brodrick skillfully proceeds bring 
back life the world 1506-1552 and this dearest son 
St. Ignatius Loyola along with it. The well written, 
fast laced with generous selections 
from the letters St. Francis, makes real treat 
both the natural and supernatural levels spend these 
years with Divino Impaciente,” the inspired hustler, 
has been called. hardly less privilege 
know and love the heroic followers Francis, who 
surely furnish most convicing proof the sanctity 
their leader: among them Antonio Criminali, Jesuit 
protomartyr, Mary Kagoshima, Laurence, the blind 
ex-minstrel, the merchant Diogo Pereira, Fathers Hen- 
riques, Beira and Perez the Society Jesus. 


Fr. Brodrick proves most thoroughly, rather lets St. 
Francis Xavier prove from his own letters, that the 
motivation for his globe trotting was not mere love 
the new the unknown, has sometimes been 
intimated, but rather the greater service God through 
the salvation more souls. Francis did not move 
another field until had organized the area where 
was, and indeed, went took with him the 
ever increasing burden supervision, instruction, and 
government his Jesuit brethren who followed after 
him. 


The volume would have been much improved the 
addition map, for the roll call islands, seas, cities 
and towns Xavier’s travels would make any train 
announcer tremble anticipation. One ready hand 
over the secular arm the copyright holders Pelle- 
and Cudahy, whoever responsible, for this 
omission, especially after reading Brodrick’s preface 
that the maps were drawn Sister Mary James, 


Fr. Brodrick shivers too many lances against the state- 
ment made one the canonical trials that Francis 
possessed the gift tongues. The author’s purpose, 
however, show the greater wonder Xavier’s 
spiritual conquests, spite his limitations and dif- 
ficulties, but makes too much issue this. 


Almost everyone reads Fr. Brodrick’s footnotes eager- 
the text, for they contain much scholarly informa- 
tion, many wry twists humor, and not few pointed 
phrases with which deflate statement reputation 


that has ballooned too much. One might regret that 
the last statement and last footnote the book are 
the negative side, namely, that Francis did not write 
the hymn that sometimes bears his name. But perhaps 
that just Fr. Brodrick’s device for diminishing the size 
the lump the throat that accompanies 
most lovable Saint who wore his heart his 
sleeve for Christ and for all men because Him. 


The book recommended for all readers. 


Charles Trundle, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Trapp, Maria Augusta 
Yesterday, Today and Forever 
Lippincott. Nov. 12, 1952. 220p. $3.00. 


The Trapp family came the United States 1938 
order escape the Hitlerian regime. Since their 
arrival, under the direction Father Franz Wasner, 
the family musical adviser, dressed traditional Tyro- 
lian costumes, the family has given about 1500 con- 
certs. This book the second work Maria Augusta 
Trapp and like her first, The Story the Trapp Family, 
delightful story, well told and filled with lot 
good solid common sense. 


Mrs. Trapp simple fashion tells the story the 
upbringing her children intimate knowledge 
with the life Jesus. She draws many parallels 
tween Biblical times and ours. She reconstructs for 
her children the story the Gospel applying 
their own family life. This book has deep spiritual 
meaning which any one can readily grasp. pre- 
sented with such forceful realism and clearly that 
simple child can understand it. would well for 
many parents read this book the entire family. 
The parents would deduce many lessons for themselves 
child psychology, and the children would realize that 
Jesus not myth, but Leader whom they should 


follow. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Lecler, Joseph, S.J. The Two Sovereignties 
Philosophical Library. Nov. 28, 1952. 186p. $3.75. 


Sovereignty concept which bedevils both political 
science and international relations. not too 
cult define but apply the definition theoretical 
concrete situations raises all sorts problems. One 


Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
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Giant (Ila) Ferber Oct. 
The Silver Chalice (Ila) Costain Aug. 
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The Houses Between (Ila) Spring May 
The Wonderful Country Lea Nov. 
Don Camillo and His Flock Guareschi Sept. 
Sironia, Texas (IV) Cooper Nov. 
The Sea Around Carson Sept. 
The Big Change Allen Nov. 

The Great Enterprise Overstreet 
The Devils Loudun Huxley Oct. 
Karen Killilea Oct. 


these situations the relationship between Church 
and State. Has each its own sovereignty that they 
remain distinct and separate? What Catholic doc- 
trine this question? 


Lecler the editor the internationally renowned 
Jesuit magazine Etudes and professor the Institut 
Catholique Paris. this book has not attempted 
complete treatise Church and State but concen- 
trates his attention the sovereignty inherent both 
Church and State. This problem studies from the 
doctrinal and historical viewpoints. The result per- 
ceptive analysis capital importance. 


the ancient world religion was integral function 
the State. Christ’s brilliant dictum rendering 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s established between 
Church and State dualism which was revolutionary 
pagan philosophy. This dualism implies distinc- 
tion between Church and State, not separation. How 
Church and State have distinct sovereignties lucidly 
explained the author. This distinction not the 
same separation which technical term under- 
stood mean that Church and State either are op- 
posed each other ignore each other. Church and 
State can remain distinct while they co-operate together 
promote the common welfare mankind. This 
co-operation can achieved many ways. may 
take the form concordat strict form, more 
modest modus vivendi, special arrangement re- 
gard disputed question; even, for grave reasons, 
separation. The form the co-operation will take 
will depend upon circumstances and Catholic doctrine 
emphasizes concord rather than concordats. 


This doctrine has met with various receptions during 
the course the centuries. First, there was Caesaro- 
which Christian emperors like Constantine, 
Justinian and Charlemagne imitated their pagan prede- 
cessors and tried dominate the Church. That caused 
the Middle Ages reaction which can called 
clericalism. defines clericalism the tendency 
the Church meddle secular affairs with view 
making the State authority mere instrument its 
own designs. those days this policy was justified 
the symbol the two swords. This idea 
candidly critized Pére Lecler. also has some 
very profound observations make the theories 


Burnite 


215 


direct and indirect jurisdiction and upon Cardinal Bel- 
larmine’s interpretation indirect jurisdiction. 


Clericalism longer danger despite the vociferous 
clamor Today the lay State the 
situation which prevails large part. Secularism 
the philosophical foundation the lay State and secu- 
larism often equated with liberalism. Here the 
reader must warned that the author sometimes em- 
ploys the terms “liberal” and “liberalism” the Euro- 
pean sense which opposed Catholic doctrine and 
sometimes the American sense which good 
Catholic can liberal. 


the chapter the Lay State, the author illustrates 
his principles largely from French history. seems 
this reviewer that Pére Lecler altogether too favor- 
able Cardinal Richelieu and that would have been 
far better use historical examples more interna- 
tional aspect. However, this book was written for the 
French and would invaluable contribution 
this subject American Catholic theologian would 
write treatise analyzing the history the United 
States from similar viewpoint. 


The subject matter and the treatment restrict the in- 
terest this book theologians, historians 
tical scientists. volume they cannot afford 
miss. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, 


Burnite, Alvena 


Your Teen-agers: How Survive Them 
Bruce. Oct. 22, 1952. 167p. $2.95. 


This helpful book for any parent appalled the 
problems guiding teen-ager through our perplexing 
environment. the mother three adolescents, 
social worker accustomed dealing with family cases 
and rehabilitation officer Milwaukee children’s 
court, Mrs. Burnite brings excellent background 
scientific knowledge and practical experience this 
volume. 


Her aim simplify much possible the 
cated picture environment, differing theories and 
techniques dealing with family problems. What the 
author calls “formula” three main aspects, spiritual, 
physical and emotional, expanded extremely popu- 
lar, and some people doubt, overly breezy and 
slangy style. 


Very aptly, Mrs. Burnite lays the blame for our incom- 
petence teen-age problems overemphasis some 
techniques psychoanalysis and the habit ruling 
out religion measuring rod for behavior. Health 
habits are stressed good rules for the parents in- 
sist early. for emotional needs, she shows that 
unless ourselves have grown cannot hope 
see our teen-agers accurately wise guiding them. 
She suggests cultivation such parental tools shar- 
ing, understanding, acceptance and sense humor. 


High the list teen-agers emotional needs are the 
security being loved, recognition accomplishments, 
desire for independence and group associations. The 
author describes how some unpleasant attitudes such 
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projection, stubbornness, aggression and rivalry can 
spotted. Varying types mal-adjusted adolescents 
from the martyr the too-popular are described. 


Family play time cannot overemphasized, this mother 
says, important asset secure growth. Hobbies, 
sports, school functions, athletics and cultural pursuits 
are all healthy aids. Movies, street corner gatherings, 
unsupervised home parties and television all call for 
parental concern and evaluation. 


would take too long list all the subjects touched 
upon this book, they range from discussion 
present day styles and the “hurricane” period caring 
for rooms and possessions conversation and eating 
habits. The chapter sex education very fine. 
Mrs. Burnite considers the dating age length, sug- 
gesting very strongly that group dating not start until 
16, single dating 17. 


This volume, thoroughly Catholic its philosophy, can 
heartily recommended anyone who has any super- 
visory connection with teen-ager. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Milne, Year In, Year Out 


With decorations Shepard. Dutton. Nov. 17, 
1952. 215p. $3.50. 


This friendly budget random thoughts and 
memories arranged with moderate plausibility under 


each month the year accordance with the calen- 
darial affinity each item. This flexibility form 
enables the author converse gentlemanly fashion 
with the reader number points that have been 
his mind for years, that pop while he’s talk- 
ing. There are too many them fitted into 
Christopher Robin book, here they are. The topics 
oscillate between the micro-and the macrocosmic: 
horseracing; evolution; gardening; astrology; asparagus; 
the novel versus the drama; modern art; war, peace and 
the atom; and the true character light verse—to 
choose few representative examples. 


The sections naturally vary merit and appeal. 
found the month September the best the lot, and 
also enjoyed such Dodgsonian reasoning his vindica- 
tion the ostrich (p. 108) against those scoffers who 
say they have never seen ostrich with its head buried 
the ground—“which just the effect the bird was 
trying produce.” The humor throughout the book 
very English, which say that when good 
superb (pp. 171-174), and when bad past 
all retrieving (pp. 33-39). 


there any such thing attitude aggressive 
withdrawal, Milne exemplifies it. sensitive, de- 
testing publicity and all the gadgetry and ballyhoo 
modern life, writes gentle, whimsical, introspective 
prose. loves his books, his garden, his home, his 
cats; and every radio, cinema and television the 
world were disappear overnight, one imagines 
could bear the blow with equanimity. the other 
hand can lash out with fury when aroused, wit- 
ness his hatred for the Old Testament (pp. 52-54); 
sturdy and recalcitrant pacifist and offers what 
seems this reviewer good apologia for that 


Best 


position one could expect few pages (p. 
and his observations the atom bomb are worth more 
than casual glance (pp. 151-154). 


intriguing encounter ivory tower equipped 
with battlements, and that just about what 
Milne’s latest book comes to. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Eddison, The Worm Ouroboros 
Dutton. Dec. 29, 1952. 446p. $5.00. 


the title page The Worm Ouroboros, the work 
quite properly called romance—there other 
name for it. classicist might easily consider 
manifestation the ultimate decay the romantic 
imagination. The action takes place distant and 
mysterious world ruled magnificent warriors—the 
masses figure the book only source soldiery 
who swagger and threaten and perform the fashion 
heroes and villains child’s story-book. They are 
grand people, all built heroic scale, with heroic 
virtues and villainies, though they work the motives 
ordinary men and even have the appearance ordi- 
nary men, barring occasional detail like horns the 
head bright red skin. They live castles un- 
believable richness and are dressed splendid finery. 


After induction, which supposedly prepares the 
reader for transport hitherto unimagined realm, 
the story opens with insulting embassy from Witch- 
land Demonland. The Demons seek revenge, and 
single combat decided between Goldry Bluszco 
Demonland and King Gorice Witchland. 
kills his opponent, and the rest the story concerns 
the machinations the next Gorice against Demon- 
land. The major complication involves Bluszco’s be- 
witchment and transportation and the laying waste 
Demonland while Lord Juss and Brandach Daha are 
far away enchanted lands seeking the lost champion. 
only after Demonlnad has been brought the 
very brink ruin—and after the hatching some hip- 
pogriff eggs—that the turning point comes and Demon- 
land begins its march toward the bitter and costly re- 
duction the enemy kingdom. Gorice completes the 
destruction his land trying bit magic that 
too strong for him handle alone. 


When this romance first appeared some thirty years 
ago was introduced James Stephens who was ex- 
ceedingly warm its praise. now reintroduced 
with richly laudatory words Orville Prescott. Even 
explain the enthusiasm these two noted 
Ouroboros fairy tale, and fairy tales told seriously 
adults are queer things. have here not the 
topsy-turvy world Alice where must suddenly 
stop and examine our words and concepts, but the 
world children out school Saturdays and play- 
ing make-believe, letting their imaginations 
only the loosest bridles tenuous probability. Had 
written for these children Mr. Eddison might have 
turned out classic, but evident from incident and 
style that wrote for adults. His adult readers, 
seems have hoped, will people willing forego 
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the restraints classical art which insist that the great 
experiences fiction portrayed inside the frame- 


Perhaps the author was right; perhaps there will still 
many who will glad escape out this world 
into the new one which Eddison created. This world, 
however, which seems result not from the vaulting 
power Eddison’s imagination but from his incapacity 
for plumbing life found it, not easy accept; 
people accept the conventional world Ulysses, 
and even that fairyland, but they are not ready for 
unlimited outcropping these new realms serious 
fiction. The archaisms meant give this world reality 
tend only falsify the more. 


There are many indications that Eddison could have 
made this book powerful novel. knew how 
employ suspense, how shift action; and his descrip- 
tion, when not overblown, rich and vivid. Yet, 
condescension his dreamland, his dialogue 
sometimes halting and circumlocutory, and one begins 
wish that would push with the story. 


brief, here romance that outlandish and 
archaic but not without its share real narrative and 
verbal richness. should interest those who 
like strange literary experiments. Its reappearance now 
makes the world the twenties seem very, very young. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


* 


Scott, Jim Bob Mathias 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 12, 1952. 247p. $2.95. 


The authorized biography Bob Mathias done Jim 
Scott made think that President Hutchins, the then 
boss man Chicago University must have been talking 
through his proverbial academic mortarboard when 
declared some time back that twenty-five years Yale 
Bowl would archeological ruin—because col- 
lege athletics. must have been dreaming nightmares 
about atomic and hydrogenic bombs. Abuses need re- 
form—but reform does not mean destruction abo- 
lition. 

Sports are essential part American character. 
They play vital part making what and 
stamping it. This competitive something that the 
American youth gets from his sports what makes 
him what is. can different. not think 
want him be. can re-made but the 
process think would un-made. 


During World War overseas was evidenced 
every turn. The American soldier was not necessarily 
stronger braver more intelligent than the men 
other Armies, but this outdistanced them all— 
team-play, versatility and adaptability. gen- 
eral might said that under any given circumstances 
and under any conditions knew the right thing 
and did it. Ranking officers other Armies attested 
this—they had never seen the like. 


Jim Scott’s readable biography Bob Mathias would 
make excellent part-thesis paper. would put 
into the hands every High School and College lad 
who cares whit about athletics. There’s “lift” 
this simple, down earth story. Intelligent fathers 
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growing boys might well read these pages with profit 
and much genuine satisfaction. 


The book was never meant “literature,” although 
not juvenile any measure. But should not 
read critically style and format. Scott wanted 
point lesson and does this excellent fashion. 
Jim Scott hits the peak when pictures the seven- 
teen year oldster Bob Mathias competing alone and 
with the best the world the games London 
1948—an anxious father and mother stands by. This 
high drama. After this even Stanford football successes 
and breaking two world’s decathlon records are just 
laudable accomplishments. 


Oldtimers like may not agree with Jim Scott’s 
placing Bob Mathias the world’s all-time greatest 
athlete pedestal. Forty years ago stood the street 
corner New York’s Flat-Iron building the caval- 
cade cars passed bearing our just returned Stockholm 
Olympic victors. The homely, smiling, bronzed face 
the Carlisle Indian boy still etched memory. 
All all take stand alongside Jim Thorpe. 
But hats off thousand times the remarkable Bob 
Mathias and his wonderfully typical mother and 
dad. This book appears opportunely. excellent 
Christmas gift for High School and College lads and 


their dads. 
Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Maynard, Donald 
Your Home Can Christian 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. Oct. 1952. 160p. $2.00. 


this little volume the author “covers the home front” 
with many practical paragraphs building good family 
life. Starting with the parents’ relations each other, 
takes many topics parent-child relationship. 


The importance physical health building good per- 
sonality stressed. Methods discipline are compared 
and there brief discussion fears and falsehoods 
childhood, and children who become problems 
escaping from reality compensations daydreams. 
Several pages sex education lay down some excel- 
lent principles. 


Dr. Maynard’s practical suggestions family economics 
and the children’s sharing the work the home are 
based the debatable theme that the home should 
run small democracy. Obviously the author has 
wealth experience family guidance has given 
briefly but clearly many fine workable principles. His 
pastorate Methodist churches and present post 
head the religious education department Boston 
University School Theology fits him write for the 
members his church subjects such teaching 
religion the home, attitudes toward prayer, and rec- 
ommended membership the church the age 
twelve. The Catholic parent will find little value 
this different concept church relationships and 
actual theological teachings. Prominent among these 
are implied denial the divinity Christ. This 
reviewer would also quarrel with his unequivocal stand 
against the use alcohol, which regards con- 
flict with one’s deepest religious insights” and his in- 
sistence teaching total abstinence children. 


218 


There suggested reading list some seventy titles 
the subjects covered. Valuable this list un- 
doubtedly would those who accept Dr. Maynard’s 
religious beliefs, offers little the Catholic reader. 
Catholic parents have access many fine works more 
keeping with our own philosophy these basic and 
important principles. The non-Catholic family should 
find this book valuable, but Catholic readers can 


much better. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


REPRINTS 


Howe, Helen The Circle the Day 
Dell, 1952. 383p. $0.35. (Original Simon Schuster 
1950, reviewed vol. 10, no. June 1950, 39- 
One day the life New Yorker, Faith Millet, test 
the stability her ten-year old marriage Eric, 
successful young concert manager. Proper dillemas 


are provided what the catty Mona Stevens can 
dredge from the past. While moral factors are not 
adverted the story, there the implication 


Howe Kennan 


SELLERs 


certain natural morality. Recommended the mature 
reader looking for enjoyable fiction. 


Kennan, George 

American Diplomacy, 1900-1950 
(Charles Walgreen Foundation Lectures.) New Ameri- 
can Library, 1952. 144p. Mentor 
University Chicago Press edition, 1951, reviewed 11, 
no. 17, 170-1. 
This important, disturbing and dangerous book, 
important because the author has held 
ential position our State Department and the shap- 
ing our foreign policy. likewise brilliant study 
our diplomatic history. The book disturbing and 
dangerous because the conclusions Kennan draws; 
feels that our lofty moral and legal principles have 
failed and believes that the correct policy face 
reality pursuing our own national interests. The 
conclusions not follow from the principles. Because 
the United States has frequently not been willing 
back moral principles with force not reason for 
abandoning moral principles. 


someh 
and 
And 
feeli 
little 
ings, 
beings 
goodn: 
the 
will, 
cently 
limbo 
That 

for 
abund 
interic 
woulc 
knows 
Unde 
where 
the 
alm 
forms 
and 
with 
and 


Amel 
ried 
jamin 
the 
his 
test, 
she 
rema 
spite, 
journ 
endo 


Scribne 
That 
| 


